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Nominee Name: Alexis Obolensky 

Awards & 
Accomplishments: 

Co-author (with Ted James), "Backgammon, The Action Game"; major 
international promotor of tournament backgammon. (Note: In the 
introduction to "Reno 1986", Bill Robertie explains in great detail the very 
important historical role of Prince Obolensky in promoting tournament 
backgammon. 
 
In the Autumn of 1964, Obolensky organized the first international 
backgammon tournament ever held. It was convened in the Bahamas, with 
a field of 32 players. (Chicago's Charles Wacker defeated New York's 
Porter Ijams in the finals.) 
 
In 1965, Obolensky ran the second international backgammon tournament, 
again in the Bahamas. This event consisted of a 64 player field. John 
Crawford was the winner. 
 
In 1966, Obolensky ran the third international backgammon tournament 
(christened "The Obolensky Cup"). The winner was Oswald Jacoby. 
 
In 1967, Obolensky founded the World Backgammon Club, with a 
headquarters office in New York City. According to Robertie, "[Obolensky] 
also found a vision -- the idea of bringing backgammon to the masses, 
creating a huge base of players supporting an international circuit of 
glamorous tournaments with big prizes." 
 
1964-1970: Organized the first international tournament: The Obolensky 
Cup, in the Bahamas. Ran seven years. 
1967-1975: Organized the first “World Championships,” in Las Vegas. Ran 
eight years. 
1969: Wrote Backgammon: The Action Game with Ted James. 
1972: Founded the Backgammon Association of America, which created 
standardized rules for tournament play. 

Reasons for 
Consideration: 

Known as “The Father of Modern Backgammon,” Obolensky did more to 
define, organize, and popularize international tournament play than anyone 
since. 
 
Robertie characterized Obolensky as having developed a "three-pronged 
strategy to popularize the game": (1) Get the tournament circuit going 
(which he accomplished with two major events in 1967 -- the 4th Obolensky 
Cup", which attracted a field of 128 (won by Oswald Jacoby); and the First 
World Championship of Backgammon, convened at the Sands Hotel in Las 
Vegas, also attracting a 128-player field, won my Tim Holland; (2) "Glamour 



-- not just the rich, but the rich, famous and beautiful" (including Hollywood 
celebrities such as Lucille Ball and Hugh Hefner of Playboy enterprises 
fame; and (3) Reach the public via the media -- including a November 1972 
Newsweek magazine article "Money Game" and an early 1973 Time 
magazine article "The Money Game". 
 
In 1975 Obolensky convened the "first blue ribbon Grandmasters' 
Tournament", consisting of a 12-player invitational event, held at OBY's 
disco/club in Miami, Florida (won by Chuck Papazian); followed by a second 
international Grandmasters' Tournament, convened at the Las Hadras 
Resort, Manzanillo, Mexico, with an 18-player field (won by Tony Goble). 
 
Obolensky also published a backgammon magazine -- "Backgammon 
News" – from ?? until 1976. 
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